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A Club Comprising Many Features 
Of Irresistible Appeal 




|NE hundred and eighty rolling 
acres in the southern portion of 
Shades Valley, cupped by two ridges of 
Shades Mountain, watered by a wind- 
ing brook, studded with natural haz- 
ards, has been select- 
ed for fulfillment of a 
new ideal for country 
club developments in 
Birmingham. This 
ideal is: 

A friendly club, 
whose membership 
shall be restricted to a 
small and congenial 
coterie of cultured 
people with kindred 
tastes, interests, and 
acquaintances. 



A cozy, homelike, comfortable club in 
which the hospitable spirit and tradi- 
tions of the old South shall be personi- 
fied in architecture and appointments, 
environs and atmosphere. 




A restful club, es- 
consed in a serene and 
peaceful setting, affording a delightful 
privacy and welcome seclusion from the 
din and dust of a growing industrial city. 



'The Early Morning Ride 



A serviceable club, 
which shall combine 
the coavenience and 
the service of an up- 
to-date hotel with the 
informality and 
charm of a country 
residence. 

An enjoyable club, 
which can afford com- 
plete facilities for 
healthful outdoor 
recreation and diver- 
sion and pleasant so- 
cial contact. In fash- 
ioning for Birming- 
ham the new Mountain Brook Country 
Club, these ideals of a club development 
have been persistently pursued. 



Tennis, Golf, Riding 

Swimming 



MEETING A REAL NEED 

As cities grow great in business and 
industry so does a great need for ade- 
quate recreational facilities grow ac- 
cordingly. Just as "all work and no play 
makes Jack a dull boy," so does all 
commercial and no recreational de- 
velopment make any city a dull city. 
Birmingham's consistent growth and 
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T'^ie Joy of the Racket and Net 



'Twenty-seven Miles of Bridle Trails Ahead 

consequent increase in wealth has 
created a group of business leaders who 
recognize the need for outdoor recrea- 
tion but finds itself without adequate 
facilities to enjoy it — as reflected in the 
long waiting lists at each of Birming- 
ham's older country clubs. It was to 
meet the demand of this group of busi- 
ness leaders for an ideal outdoor outlet 
and homelike place for social gather- 



ings that the Mountain Brook Country 
Club was created. 

THE CLUB GROUNDS 

Months of careful thought and study 
were expended on selection of the site. 
In choosing the beautiful location in 
Shades Valley, bounded by the Leeds 
Highway, Overbrook, Cherokee and 
Beechwood Roads, consideration was 
given to the picturesque environment, 
the character of the topography and its 
adaptability to the construction of the 
golf course and the club house of early 
American Colonial design; the accessi- 
bility of the location, and the pleasing 
privacy which this retreat will always 
afiford. 

Among the landscape architects and 
engineers who aided in selection of the 
site and in the subsequent development 
of plans, were Aymar Embury II, who 





Qolf — the Cha?npion of Spoils 



'beginning the Day u-ith a Szaim 

has designed some twenty-five of the 
best known clubs in America, includ- 
ing the country clubs at Pinehurst and 
Pine Hills, North Carolina, and many 
of those on Long Island; Mr. Warren 
H. Manning, landscape architect of 
Boston, Massachusetts, and consulting 
architect for the Jemison properties in 
Mountain Brook Estates; W. H. Kes- 
sler, one of the leading landscape archi- 
tects of the South; Donald Ross, prop- 
ably the outstanding architect for golf 
courses in the country, and J. H. dan- 
der, prominent Birmingham engineer. 
It was the unanimous opinion of this 
distinguished group that the location of 
the Mountain Brook Country Club, 
viewed from the standpoint of scenic 
beauty and practical adaptibility to 
country club requirements, has few 
equals in the country. 



HOW TO REACH IT 

To reach the Mountain Brook Coun- 
try Club, one drives out the Cahaba 
Road through Redmont Park to Moun- 
tain Brook Parkway, thence on Over- 
brook Road to the point when it inter- 
sects Beachwood Road, a distance of 
about five miles from the center of the 
city. One leaves the travelled thorough- 
fares and follows this Beachwood Drive, 
which circles through a glade of virgin 
pines and hardwoods for a distance of 
about a hundred yards until one sud- 
denly emerges on an elevated knoll, 
upon which will be built the hospitable 
and inviting club house pictured and 
described in the pages of this booklet. 



This charming hillside setting over- 
looks the golf course and commands a 
superb panoramic view of distant hill 
and mountain ranges. Surrounding the 
club building is a grove of pine and 
hardwood trees, which furnishes a frame 
appropriate to the architectural design. 

The plans and design of the Moun- 
tain Brook Country Club building have 
been entrusted to Mr. Aymar Embury 
II, of New York City, an architect of 
national reputation whose work has 
been associated with the most success- 
ful development of architecture of an 
early American type. Mr. Embury's work 
is noted for its sincerity and dignity, as 
well as charming handling of details 




'The Golf Course, Bridle Trail, and Highway, meeting at this point, affords an exceptionally interesting Vista to Golfer, Rider, 
and Motorist. Trail Markers suspended from Supports of Rus'ie Timbers aid the Equestrian to beome better acquainted with 
the many Miles of Paths at His Command. There is a new Picture at every turn of the Trails, Roads, or Paths. 




''[lus Beautiful Pool, on the Slope of the Hill Southwest of the Club Building, gives promise of many enjoyable Hours. A 
Ride, Eighteen holes at Golf or a set at Tennis, and then — The Pool. Cool, Invigorating, Refreshing; and there is nothing 
better to prepare the appetite for the wonderful Cuisine of the Club which you will frequently indulge in, to your great delight. 



and simple but effective ornament, en- 
tirely free from frippery and ostenta- 
tion. The well-known Birmingham firm 
of architects, Miller & Martin, assisted 
Mr. Embury in preparation of the plans. 



The club house will be built under the 
supervision of this firm, and carried to 
completion at the earliest practicable 
date. Materials of finest standards will 
be used in every detail of construction. 




" the Dining Room 
'J^all Room of English Georgian Precedent 




In this Airplane view, showing a portion of the Club Grounds, you can see a small section of Beechwood Road at its intersection 
with Leeds Road on the extreme left, also Overbrook Road as it ascends the hill in the lower right corner, and the choice Hill- 
side Site of the Club Building, Tennis Courts and Swimming Pool may be seen at the left of the center of the picture. 



EARLY AMERICAN COLONIAL 
CLUB HOUSE 

The club is of that Early American Colonial 
design, so long associated with the rich tradi- 
tions of the ante-bellum South. There is gra- 
ciousness enough to be luxurious, yet so intim- 
ate that hominess completely permeates it. 

Mr. Aymar Embury, Architect, in summariz- 
ing the club building says : "This club house is 
planned with the idea that when it is erected it 
will be neither a small country hotel nor an en- 
larged and exclusive roadhouse, but rather a 
convenient, comfortable, and beautiful country 
residence." 




root Bridge near Practice Field 



RESEMBLES BIG COUNTRY HOUSE 



"The exterior, therefore, has been designed 
in a loose rambling way, so as to appear like a 
big country house, so beloved by its people 
that from time to time enlargements were nec- 
essary. It will, of course, be fire resistant; its 
exterior walls of whitewashed brick or stone, 
the roof of small rough slates, the floor of con- 
crete finished with wood on the interior and 
varicolored stone on the 
exterior. The whole effect "^ 

sought by the 
architect is that of 
a big country 
house that just 
grew from the 
ground in re- 
s p o n s e to the 
needsof its owner. 
Factors which su g- 
gest the institu- 
tional were care- 
fully avoided." 

The club 
house will, of 

Right — z^i Shaded Fain 
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''Beechwood Bridge Spans Bridle Trail and Brook 



Giant Syca?norcs 

course, contain 
all the features 
which have been 
requisite in the 
modern country 
club. These are so 
disposed as to be 
readily accessible 
but without the 
undue emphasis 
o n the service 
elements which 
tend to mar the homelike 
atmosphere that should be 
characteristic of a building which 
is, after all, the communal home 
of its members, and not a casino." 

"The entrance is under a porte 
cochere, large enough to hold 
two cars at a time, and leads into a 
vestibule, flanked by a check 
room and the club office. From 
the vestibule one enters a long 
hall leading on the right to the 



W-ylB.RBN H. cKANNlNg, Cf'uiiani^ 
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'The exterior of the Club Building, as shown by this picture of the South Facade, has been designed in a loose, rambling way, so as 
to appear like a big Country House, so beloved by its People that from time to time enlargements were necessary, and that it just 
grew from the ground in response to the needs of the owner. Factors which suggest the Institutional were are fully avoided. 



dining rooms and the men's locker 
rooms and grill, and on the left to 
the ball room, the card room, the 
women's lounge, lockers, etc. Imme- 
diately opposite the entrance is a large 
general lounge with a fire place at each 
end and as one enters the building an 
excellent vista through the lounge and 
over the main piazza to the golf course 
is opened up." 

BALL ROOM-PRIVATE DINING 
ROOM 
"On the main floor are those rooms 
which it is expected will be used the 
most. Of these the most important is the 
lounge, a panelled room with carved 
frieze and pilaster, following the Eng- 
lish Georgian precedent as used in 
Charleston and other parts of the Old 
South. This room will be furnished in a 



way commensurate with its dignity with 
reproduction mahogany and walnut 
furniture like one of the great country 
houses of the XVIII century. To the 
right of the lounge are stairs leading to 
the second story and to the men's 
quarters in the basement floor. Beyond 
these stairs are the private dining room, 
and general dining room. The private 
dining room will accomodate a party of 
about twenty, and the large dining room 
one hundred and twenty-five, although 
when dinner dances are given, it is ex- 
pected that the center of the floor will be 
left open for dancing and seats for at 
least eighty will be available around the 
walls. This dining room is of unusual 
shape, with octagonal ends and of great 
height, lending itself to a modified Eng- 
lish Georgian treatment." 
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First Floor Plan 
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building is the women's reception room 
and the ball room, both treated in inter- 
esting ways, the reception room like that 
of a private home and the ball room 
with silver tile trims to the windows, 
crystal and silver electric fixtures, and 
the walls painted with mural decora- 
tion, recalling the Watteau prints of the 
XVIII century. The ball room with its 
lovely oval shape, its dark polished 
floor, luminious walls, and gleam of cut 
crystal and silver should be perfection 
for its purpose." 

LARGE OPEN TERRACES 

"Ample outdoor sitting places are 
also provided; a glazed porch for the 
card players, two large open terraces 
for outdoor dancing and dining, and a 
long wide piazza with the Southern tall 
columns connecting the terraces. From 



JVitkins Road Bridge 



MODERN SERVICE 
DEPARTMENT 

"Beyond this dining room 
is the service pantry and 
kitchen wing, which will be 
convenient and practical, 
and will contain its own 
laundry, bakery, and ice 
boxes, etc., fulfilling every 
requirement of the modern 
kitchen in this most ap- 
proved manner." 

"At the other end of the 




ooktng towards Green Number Fit 
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prom Tee Number Five, you see this beautiful easy rolling Fairzcay flanked with tall Pines, retaining their green needles zvliich 
gii'e color Summer and Winter. The big blanket of Velvet texture grass is spread over a contour of such interest that you 
might easily imagine yourself upon the Promenade Deck of a giant Ocean Liner, drifting leisurely over a rolling sea. 



these porches and piazzas there are very 
lovely and extended views of the golf 
course and the pleasant valley through 
which runs the mountain brook. In the 
second floor will be one large private 
dining room or meeting room and eight 
bedrooms comfortably furnished in the 
colonial style, with well equipped bath 
rooms." • 

ATHLETIC ACTIVITIES 
SEGREGATED 

"The wing of the building is on 
sharply sloping grounds. The basement 
is as fully lighted as the main floor. Ad- 
vantage has been taken of this factor to 
seg*regate the athletic activities from the 
purely social so that the varieties of cos- 
tume employed will create no embarass- 
ment." 



"On the men's side is a locker room 
for two hundred and twenty, a big and 
attractive grill, and game room with tile 
floor, and comfortable and handsome 
furniture, adequate and well designed 
showers and toilet rooms, and a separate 
dressing room for boys." 

"On the women's side is an octagonal 
lounge with all the comfortable furni- 
ture required for seating after games, a 
number of small dressing rooms for 
those who wish to use the pool, a locker 
room for eighty, good shower and toilet 
rooms, and toilet rooms for girl chil- 
dren." 

BOYS' AND GIRLS' LOCKERS 

"Separate entrances are provided for 
the men's and women's locker rooms 
and the boys' and girls' locker rooms to 



IS 




rJ\Ciles of Bridle Trails wind their ■way along the Rippling Waters of the cool Mountain Brook, on and on through the Valley and 
into long Shaded Stretches. The'i ascend the Hills to the lofty heights of the Crest where the rider generally pauses to enjoy 
the invigorating' Mountain Winds and to drink deep in reminiscence of pleasant hours spent on those trails. 



the golf course, tennis courts, and pool. The golf 
professional's shop is so located that it can be 
readily reached by either the men or women golf- 
ers without passing each other's quarters." 

"All the principal rooms are provided with fire 
places. A very noteworthy feature is the care with 
which the problem of ventilation has been 
studied." 

"The ball room, the main dining room, and the 
men's grill room have windows on all four sides, 
the lounge on three sides with excellent cross 
draught and the men's and women's locker rooms 
have cross ventilation by windows in opposite 
sides." 

"All desirable accessories, such as valet's and 
maid's room with driers for wet clothing, pressing 
spaces, and provision for service of tea or ice 
drinks in any part of the club have been provided." 




Entrance, to^ountain Brcpk. Counttq; Club 
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SWIMMING POOL 
UNOBTRUSIVE 

"The pool is in close connection with 
the house, on a terrace somewhat lower 
than the basement floor, and so placed 
that it will neither be annoying because 
of the noise of the bathers nor of the 
glare from the pool, nor will it be so far 
away that its colorful activity is out of 
sight of those who wish to see it." 

"In conclusion, it may be said that 
both the committee and the architect 
have made a careful study of those 
country clubs most successful socially 
and artistically, have tried to avoid er- 
rors committed by them where those in 
charge of operations have pointed them 
out, and believe that they have succeed- 
ed in making this building the most 
attractive, practical and charming of 
any in the United States." 

SERVICE 

Service and administration of the 
Mountain Brook Country Club will be 
in character with its appointments and 
the atmosphere of Southern hospitality 
which will pervade it. 



One of the most important offices, 
that of Secretary, will be assumed by an 
experienced country club administrator, 
who has enjoyed a long and successful 
service in club work and who fully un- 
derstands how to cater with tact and dis- 
crimination to the tastes of cultivated 
Southern people. Personnel of the sub- 
ordinate employees will be chosen with 
great care. 

In the direction of the club it will be 
the effort to provide the best in every- 
thing without extravagance — a cuisine 
such as Birmingham has never enjoyed 
before, and a service which will har- 
monize in all respect with the home-like 
environment. 

In brief, the service will combine the 
precision and efficiency of the up-to- 
date hotel with that graciousness and 
informality which characterized the 
"big house" of plantation days. 

SPORT FACILITIES 

Active business leaders — men who 
do the world's work today — have come 
to recognize that recreation and diver- 
sion form a vitally important part of 
any well-planned progtam of living and 




"[Proposed Stable Group 
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XjinJ's eye znciv of Mountain Brook, Redmont Park, and other residential sections, showing location of Mountain 
Brook Country Club. Aymar Embury II, New York, Architect, Miller &^ Martin, Birmingham, Associate 
Architects, Donald Ross, Pinehurst, North Carolina, Golf Architect, W. H. Kessler, Birmingham, Landscape 
Architect, WarrcnH. Manning, Cambridge, Massachusetts, Consultant,]. H. dander, Jr., Birmingham, Engineer. 



that hours spent upon the golf course, 
on the tennis courts or in the saddle, are 
in reality productive hours, as they gen- 
erate health and vigor. 

In the Mountain Brook Country 
Club, complete facilities have been pro- 
vided for enjoyment of these outdoor 
sports. 

INTERESTING GOLF COURSE 

Under the supervision and personal 
direction of Mr. Donald Ross, one of 
the most fascinating eighteen hole golf 
courses in the South has been laid out 
at an expenditure to date of more than 
$100,000.00. 



As every golf player knows, no game 
depends so much on its arena for suc- 
cess. Upon an interesting course, an in- 
teresting game will be played; on a 
badly planned green the game will be 
dull. The Mountain Brook golf course 
will command the admiration and in- 
trigue the interest of professional and 
amateur alike. Every feature of the 
ground has been deftly utilized. It is a 
course of interesting variety, furnishing 
the maximum excitement and the mini- 
mum of pain to golfers of every handi- 
cap. All greens are so placed as to take 
the fullest possible advantage of every 

(Continued on Page Twenty) 
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LOCATION MAP 
Showing Mountain Brook 
Country Club grounds and 
its direction and distance 
from Down Town Birming- 
ham. The main arteries of 
travel from the Business Dis- 
trict to the Club are indicat- 
ed by heavy black lines. 
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Mountain Brook Country Club 
Organization Committee 



Morris W. Bush 

George Gordon Crawford 

Victor H. Hanson 

Robert I. Ingalls 

Robert Jemison, Jr. 

Crawford Johnson 

John L. Kaul 

William Leary 

Thomas W. Martin 

Lindley C. Morton 

m. p. northington 

Leroy p. Percy 

Erskine Ramsay 

David Roberts, Jr. 

H. G. Seibels 

Alfred M. Shook 

J. T. Stokely 

Theodore Swann 

Temple W. Tutwiler 

William B. White 
G. T. Wofford 

S. L. Yerkes 
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natural feature of the varied topog- 
raphy. Advantage has been taken of all 
the available space so that the line play 
to one hole does not border too closely 
on another. Surface of the putting 
greens is undulating without being 
freakish. All the construction work 
which has been done upon the artificial 
hazards, has been adroitly blended into 
the picturesque environment to create 
an effect of naturalness. Many of the 
holes are laid out through valleys, oth- 
ers cross meadow lands through which 
a creek runs, forming many natural 
hazards. Many of the holes are cut 
through solid forest which gives very 
pleasing landscape effects. 

Mr. Donald Ross, in speaking of 
the golf course says: "No attempt 
was made to make the course a dif- 
ficult one; rather it was designed to 
give the maximum amount of pleasure 
to the average player, at the same time 
giving the scratch player many prob- 
lems to negotiate. Tees are large, so the 
course is adjustable in length from 6,100 
yards to 6,300 yards. 

The par is as follows: 
Out: 

4, 4, 4, 3, 5, 4, 3, 4, 5—36 
In: 

4, 5, 4, 4, 4, 3, 4, 3, 4,-35 

The beautiful surroundings of the 
Mountain Brook Golf Course add great- 
ly to the attraction of the links and the 
pleasure of the play. 



In addition to the superb facilities for 
golf, there are three tennis courts, one 
of concrete, two of clay. These will be 
constructed at a convenient distance 
from the club house. Provision has also 
been made in the plans for paddocks, 
where members of the club may keep 
their horses. On thirty miles of bridle 
trails which curve and dip over the sur- 
rounding mountains and valleys, horse- 
back riders can enjoy nature in her 
many changing moods. Fifteen delight- 
fully different trails, reached within a 
few minute's ride of the club, wind 
througUi wooded hills, cross lovely 
country roads, follow along field edges, 
skirt the banks of rippling streams. 

RESTRICTED MEMBERSHIP 

The Mountain Brook Country Club 
will be a welcome addition to the social 
and cultural life of Birmingham. With 
its membership restricted to a carefully 
selected group of residents, it will in- 
evitably become the social center of the 
discriminating. Invested with the true 
home spirit, the delightful informality 
of the modern appointed country home, 
the Mountain Brook Country Club will 
have an irresistible appeal for those who 
love beautiful surroundings, coziness 
and comfort, dignity, simplicity and 
friendly charm. In this great and grow- 
ing city, which personifies the progres- 
sive spirit of the new South, it will per- 
petuate the hospitable traditions of the 
old South of ante-bellum days. 
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